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In 2006, a new Nine Mile Run was unveiled. Following 
decades of neglect and pollution, a three-year project 
sponsored by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the 
City of Pittsburgh restored 2.2 miles of the stream running 
openly through lower Frick Park.
 
The stream channel was reconfigured and rebuilt, 
wetlands and floodplains were created, and the 
ecosystem was enhanced with thousands of native trees, 
perennials, and grasses.
 
Today, Nine Mile Run is a jewel to behold, but there is still 
much work to be done. Excess stormwater runoff and 
sewage overflows still negatively impact the stream, and 
improvements in the upper watershed communities are 
needed to address these problems.
 
At NMRWA, we believe every watershed citizen and 
municipality must do their part, and are working to find 
cost effective solutions that not only help the stream 
but bring multiple benefits to our  communities. We are 
dedicated to restoring and protecting the long-term 
health of our watershed and stream.

Thank you for joining us!

Vision
NMRWA will be a recognized national model 
of environmental stewardship, urban renewal, 
public/private collaboration, and inter-
municipal cooperation.

Mission
The Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
works to restore and protect the Nine Mile 
Run watershed.  Through outreach and 
education, we involve local leaders and 
volunteers in community greening initiatives 
to foster a healthy urban environment.



Dear Members and Supporters of the 
Watershed Association,  

The word ‘growth’ can mean “an expansion 
or an increase in size or depth.”  This type of 
growth certainly describes the work of the 
Nine Mile Run Watershed Association in 2011. 
As an organization focused on environmental 
stewardship and urban renewal, we invested 
time into growing minds through our ongoing 
interactive educational programs. As tree-
stewards, we continued growing our urban 
forest through our GreenLinks program. In 
2011, NMRWA partnered with TreeVitalize 
Pittsburgh and the Borough of Wilkinsburg to 
begin the planting of 500 trees throughout 
the neighborhood. We also understand the 
importance of growing sustainably as an 
organization, so we launched StormWorks to 
offer stormwater management products and 
services to residents throughout Allegheny 
County, while generating earned income to 
support our work in the watershed. 

But growth from the standpoint of “full 
development or maturity,” is something that 
requires time, continued dedication and hard 
work. So while this report may focus on the 
growth of NMRWA during 2011 and 2012, I’m 
pleased to have had the personal experience 
of seeing the growth of this organization and 
the work it has done in the watershed for 
many years. 

My first exposure to the Nine Mile Run 
watershed came in the late 1970s as a 
water pollution program manager for the 
Allegheny County Health Department. We had 
dozens of complaints about sewage odors 
and discharges into what the locals called 
“stink creek.” In response to concerns about 
the potential health exposure for Frick Park 
visitors, the Pittsburgh Parks Department was 
required to post warning signs along the creek 
about exposure to pollutants.  Most people 
simply stayed away from that part of the park.

In 1998, I became the executive director of 
a new organization, 3 Rivers Wet Weather, 
whose mission is to help improve the region’s 
water quality by working with the ALCOSAN 
customer municipalities to address their wet 
weather overflow problems. In 2002, 3RWW 
discovered a unique funding source, through 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, for a $7.7 
million stream restoration project in Nine 
Mile Run. It became the largest and most 
successful urban stream restoration to be 
undertaken in a major metropolitan area in 
the country.

NMRWA unfailingly supported this project 
through ongoing education of the community 
on the elements of the restoration, the 
progress being made and the importance of 
this project to enhance the quality of life in 
Pittsburgh’s East End, and by advocating for 
continued funding when necessary during 

the course of the project. NMRWA’s work to 
steward this remarkable restoration continues 
today. 

As my term of office ended in 2012 and I 
reflected on my 40+ years of work in the 
environmental field, I will always look at Nine 
Mile Run as a model success story that shows 
how solving environmental problems pays 
back to the community in immeasurable ways.  
Lower Frick Park is now a favorite destination 
for walkers, runners, bikers, and family 
outings. Many species of aquatic life have 
returned to the stream and are surviving. Our 
pollution monitoring shows we still have work 
to do, but with NMRWA’s ongoing stewardship 
efforts, I have no doubt we will see further 
improvements in the coming years.  

It’s essential that we all remember the 
significant investment made in the Nine Mile 
Run Watershed over the last 11 years, and that 
we continue to support NMRWA’s ongoing 
efforts. It’s one small way we can all be a 
part of a story of true long-term growth and 
positive change.

John Schombert	 	  
Immediate Past President		
	

Dear Friends,

If you haven’t visited Nine Mile Run lately, you 
will be delighted by the maturing vegetation 
and increasingly healthy ecosystem that you 
will see, from “volunteer” cottonwood trees 
that line part of the waterway to the garter 
snake that crossed our path during a recent 
stream walk. The restoration project’s impact 
is visible, significant and exciting. The Nine 
Mile Run Watershed Association is proud to 
continue its stewardship of this effort.

Sadly, though, much work remains to be 
completed to fully address water quality 
improvement and to stop trash and sewage 
from affecting the stream after heavy rainfall. 
In fact, the Board felt so strongly that we 
need to focus on crossing the finish line 
to true restoration that we made this our 
primary 3-year objective in our recently 
completed strategic plan: “To reduce the flow 
of stormwater and sewage into Nine Mile Run.” 
Consequently, we are striving to focus every 
bit of the organization’s activity around this 
objective and our refreshed mission.

As an urban watershed group, NMRWA faces 
challenges unlike its rural peers. Our 6.5 mile 

watershed spans the borders of four separate 
municipalities – the City of Pittsburgh, 
Wilkinsburg, Edgewood, and Swissvale 
Boroughs – making it a microcosm of all 
that makes our region both wonderful and 
challenging from an environmental viewpoint. 
Differences in social and economic factors 
affect each community’s perspective and 
ability to address watershed protection.

At NMRWA, we anticipate working ever more 
closely with those municipal partners. We 
are striving to understand the trade-offs 
that they face and plan for issues that affect 
water quality: from stormwater runoff to the 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Consent Orders to which all four communities 
are subjected, to identifying resources and 
strategies for mitigation, such as planting 
street trees or adopting unified regulations 
regarding curb cuts and drainage. We’ve 
even just added a new Director of Policy 
and Outreach to our staff so that we can 
specifically assist with these matters as they 
affect the stream.

We believe that true collaboration with 
all of our stakeholders is the best way to 
succeed. Among our long-time partners is the 

Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy (PPC). With PPC 
and Community Living and Support Services 
(CLASS), we are planning for one additional 
project to cap the restoration area: creating 
an accessible, attractive anchor entrance 
to Frick Park at the beginning of the day-lit 
portion of Nine Mile Run. Like everything in 
our watershed, this requires lessening the 
high stormwater flow and sewage overflow 
that races through this area. Our vision is to 
transform this flow-damaged section into a 
showcase starting point.

We appreciate the dedication and work of 
our many volunteers and members, without 
whom these projects cannot occur. Please 
plan to join us for one of our many activities 
this coming year to both further restore and 
enjoy the wonderful conservation and parks 
resource that the transformed Nine Mile Run 
has become. 

Jeaneen Zappa
President, NMRWA Board of Directors

Letter from Jeaneen

Letter from John



Did you know that a healthy and vibrant urban forest is a 
critical part of a city’s infrastructure? Pittsburgh’s urban forest 
provides many services to us every day that many people 
may not realize. Trees filter and clean the air we breathe, 
absorb rainfall before it runs off into our sewer pipes, provide 
us with cool shade during the summer, lowering energy bills, 
and can even help raise property values and reduce crime.

The urban nature of the Nine Mile Run watershed means that 
every time it rains, Nine Mile Run is inundated with polluted 
stormwater runoff from roadways, parking lots, and rooftops 
upstream.  Improvements in our local urban forest can play a 
crucial role in solving this problem!

Beginning in Fall 2011, we launched the Rooted in 
Wilkinsburg: Wilkinsburg TreeVitalize Project - 500 Trees 
Initiative. Working with our partners TreeVitalize, the 
Borough of Wilkinsburg, and the Wilkinsburg CDC, the goal 
of the project was to plant 500 street trees in the borough 
of Wilkinsburg over a two year period. Funding for the 
project was received through the Pennsylvania Infrastructure 
Investment Authority (PennVest), and this project is part of 
TreeVitalize’s larger goal of planting one million trees across 
Pennsylvania, including 20,000 in the Pittsburgh region by 
the end of 2013. 

By the end of 2012, 435 of the 500 trees had been planted, 
including 80 in and around the Penn Avenue Business 
District corridor. These trees on Penn Avenue help fulfill 
an important community greening goal in the Borough’s 
recently completed Comprehensive Plan. We will be 
maintaining all of the trees planted in this initiative for two 
years from the date of planting – watering weekly from May 
through October,  and weeding and mulching as needed, to 
give them the best possible chance to survive and thrive in 
the challenging urban environment.   

Growing the Watershed’s Urban Forest

Growing Sustainably

Sustainability is at the core of NMRWA’s mission and programs. In 2011, with 
the support of the Richard King Mellon Foundation, we launched a new social 
enterprise called StormWorks to help us reach our goals while generating a 
stream of earned income for the organization.

StormWorks builds on the urban watershed knowledge base of NMRWA and 
offers professional stormwater management services to people throughout 
Allegheny County. Services offered include: property consultations, rain 
barrels, rain garden design and installation, and sustainable landscape design.

By providing sustainable stormwater solutions, StormWorks helps to further 
NMRWA’s mission of reducing stormwater flow into Nine Mile Run while 
also giving homeowners and businesses an opportunity to make positive, 
measurable changes in their communities.

Additionally, StormWorks is working to increase the financial sustainability of 
NMRWA by helping to support NMRWA’s education, outreach, and advocacy 
activities. Over the first nine years of NMRWA’s existence, the lion’s share of 
our grant and government funding has been for demonstration projects 
such as the services that StormWorks now offers. By creating a thriving social 
enterprise to generate revenue from these types of projects, NMRWA aims to 
continue accomplishing key goals of our organization in a more sustainably 
funded way.

Key accomplishments thus far:

 2011 = installed 72 rain barrels & 7 rain gardens

 2012 = installed 144 rain barrels & 15 rain gardens

 More than 2.6 million gallons of stormwater diverted from 
our region’s sewers during 2011 & 2012.

Former NMRWA staff member, Maeve Rafferty, cares for some of the first trees planted 
as a part of the 500 Trees Initiative during an August 2012 tree care event. (photo by 
Alicia Donner)

StormWorks designed & installed this rain garden in Mt. Lebanon at 
Main Park during October 2012. (photo by Janet Folajtar) 
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	 2012		  2011		  2010
 Contributions & Memberships	 $27,251	 5.6% 	 $32,325	 8.1% 	 $31,698 	 5.2%
 Grants	 $331,338	 68.5% 	 $225,439	 56.8% 	 $524,304 	 86.5%
 StormWorks Sales	 $64,704	 13.4% 	 $38,859	 9.8% 	 $16,554 	 2.7%
 In-Kind Donations	 $27,165	 5.6%	 $52,000 	 13.1%	 $0	 0.0%	
 Other Income	 $33,127	 6.9% 	 $48,371	 12.2% 	 $33,594 	 5.6%      

Total 	 $483,585 	 100.0% 	 $396,994	 100.0% 	 $606,150 	 100.0%

	      2012		      2011		     2010
 Program Services	        $493,697	         81.0%	      $488,217	     83.0% 	     $375,112	       85.4%
 Management & General	        $82,058	         13.5%	      $61,030	    10.4% 	     $34,004	       7.8%
 Fundraising	        $33,395	         5.5%	      $38,812	     6.6% 	     $30,001	       6.8%    

Total	        $609,150	         100.0%	      $588,059	    100.0% 	    $439,117 	       100.0% 

	   2012		  2011		  2010		
 Cash	    $90,005	     29.4%	 $264,100	 62.0% 	 $340,312	   55.1%
 Receivables	    $186,969 	     61.0%	 $125,281	 29.4% 	 $249,407	   40.4%
 Inventory & Other Assets	    $14,913 	     4.9%	 $16,402 	 3.9% 	 $17,539	   2.9%
 Net Fixed Assets	    $14,287	     4.7%	 $19,905 	 4.7% 	 $10,064	   1.6%    

Total Assets	     $306,174 	      100.0%	 $425,688	 100.0%                                         $617,322	   100.0%

Total Liabilities	    $10,069	     3.3% 	 $4,018 	 0.9%	 $4,587	   0.7%
Total Net Assets	     $296,105	      96.7% 	 $421,670	 99.1% 	 $612,735	   99.3%   
Total Liabilities & Net Assets	     $306,174 	      100.0% 	 $425,688	 100.0% 	 $617,322	   100.0%
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Thank You to our 2011 & 2012 Members   2011       2012

Visionaries
$1000 & up
Jack & Joan Diederich
Jim Fleming
Drs. Susan & Philip Smith
Nancy Bernstein &
	 Robert Schoen
Jack & Joan Diederich
Jim Fleming
Christy & Bob Maloney
Drs. Susan & Philip Smith

Protectors
$500-999
Karen & John Baillie
Nancy Bernstein
	 & Robert Schoen
Zuleikha Bjork
Alice & Patrick Loughney
Stephen Mrdjenovich
Mary Pretz & Alton Lawson
Martha Riecks &
	 Christopher Tracey
John & Linda Schombert
Will Wenger
Lois & Harry Winslow
Anonymous (1)
Maria Guyette
Mary Pretz &
	 Alton Lawson
Pamela Stimac
Alice & Patrick Loughney
Leonard Loyd Jr.

Restorers
$250-499
Kathryn Albers &
	 Brian Davis
Andrew Butcher
	 & Julie Butcher-Pezzino
Henry Doherty
Catherine Eagon &
	 Barb Woolcott
Anne Gray & Dave Carr
Rick & Ann Landesberg
Sam & Jan Newbury
Scott Rosenblum &
	 Sarah Ordaz
Pamela Stimac
Charles & Veronica Toran
MaryRose Walko
	 & Laird Cooper
Kathy, James & Bryan Woll
Jeaneen Zappa
Anonymous (1)
Thomas Batroney
Anne Gray & Dave Carr
Lauren Marciano
Perrynell McMahon
Marcie & Steve Ritter
Anne Tilley
Charles & Veronica Toran
Matt Wholey
Kathy, James &
	 Bryan Woll
Barry & Katyna Lavery
John Moyer
Rick & Ann Landesberg
Lois Winslow

Stewards
$100-249
Anonymous (9)
Chris & Amy Bartels
Chris & Joshua Bellin
Lisa Borghesi
	 & Jon Lewis
Paula Breuer & Vic Pregel
Bruce & Kitty Brunkhorst
Abigail & Michael Cook
Kyle Costello
Joe Crossett & Beth Roman
Amy Crosson & John Soluri
Robert Crusan
Jon Danzak
Alexander Denmarsh
	 & Stephanie Helsel
Peter & Noe Woods

Jeanne & Robert Drennan
Marion & Sam Edelmann
Joe & Teresa Fedor
Robert Glidden
	 & Jackie Smith
Maria Guyette
Phil Hallen &
	 Kathryn Linduff
Kathryn & Sam Hens-Greco
Lisa Hoitsma & Buck Favorini
Ann Kelton & Jeffrey Hritz
Lois Hurt
Marie Kelly
Mary S. Kostalos
Barb Kviz & Pamela Snyder
Mimi Lam
Tanner Lange
Michael Lefebvre
	 & Randy Connolly
Miriam & Mitchell Leib
Nancy Levine-Arnold
	 & Bob Arnold
Peter Lewis
Dave Limbacher
Emily Lippert
Louise & Michael Malakoff
Howard W Mark in
	 honor of Donna Hood
Jeff & Kate Maurin
Melissa McDonough
Perrynell McMahon
Men’s Garden Club
	 of Pittsburgh
Mark & Mary Ellen Meyer
Joe Mistick &
	 Catherine Emanuel
John Moyer
Ronald Basso &
	 Alecia Moyer-Basso
Nancy & Michael Murphy
Patrick Nightingale
Shelly O’Keefe
Sharon Achilles
	 & Stuart Olmsted
Rashmi Ravindra
Aaron & Rachel Risden
Marcie & Steve Ritter
Ruth & Wil Rouleau
Lisa Schroeder
Seeders & Weeders
	 Garden Club
Janet & Marty Seltman
Erika Staaf &
	 Jordan Strassburger
Kenny & Terry Steinberg
Kurt Summersgill
Thomas Sweeney
Dustin & Lindsay Taylor
John Stephen &
	 Jennifer Thoma
Judith Vollmer
Susan Waggoner
Ray Watson
Bill & Judy Werner
Matt Wholey
Patrick Winschel
	 & Michael Pemrich
Ed & Lynda Wrenn
Lori & Jonathan Wynn
Michael & Naomi Zigmond
William & Judy Zumach
Anonymous (9)
Jim & Francine Abraham
Chris & Amy Bartels
Harriet & Ray Baum
	 in honor of Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition
Chris & Joshua Bellin
Randal Bryant
Anne Burnham
Andrew Butcher &
	 Julie Butcher-Pezzino
Daniel & Lindsay Cody
Jason & Pam Cohn
Abigail & Michael Cook
Claudia Davidson
	 & Mark Rubenstein
David Dzombak &
	 Carolyn J. Menard
Joe & Teresa Fedor
Carl Fertman &
	 Barbara Murock

Kathryn & Sam Hens-Greco
Fleishman Hillard in
	 honor of Jeaneen Zappa
R. Donald Hoffman
Ann Kelton & Jeffrey Hritz
Ellinor R. Huppert
David & Roberta
	 Konefal-Shaer
Mary S. Kostalos
Jennifer Lakin &
	 Douglas Rabuzzi
Nancy Levine-Arnold
	 & Bob Arnold
Peter Lewis
Dave Limbacher
Robert & Virginia Linn
Emily Lippert 
Louise Malakoff
Howard W Mark
Mark & Mary Ellen Meyer
Dr. & Mrs. James D. Moore
	 in honor of Mary Kostalos
Sam & Jan Newbury
Ellen Ormond
Sandy & Gene O’Sullivan
Misty Parshall
Jean Pletcher
Hugh McGough &
	 Kris Rust in honor
	 of Rosemary Welsch
Jonathan Schneider
John Schombert
Janet & Marty Seltman
Christine & Duane Seppi
Brenda Smith &
	 Rosemary Welsch
Kurt Summersgill
Dustin & Lindsay Taylor
The Garden Club of
	 Allegheny County
Tony Vaccarello
MaryRose Walko
	 & Laird Cooper
Bill & Judy Werner
Patrick Winschel &
	 Michael Pemrich
Patricia Wood
Greg Wozniak
Ed & Lynda Wrenn
Mark & Kristine Yanalitis
Margaret Zak
Michael &
	 Naomi Zigmond

Supporters
$50-99
Anonymous (8)
Howard Aikens
James Ansell
Allen & Liz Baum
Connie Black
Stacey E. Bloom
Debra Bogen
	 & Brian Leshko
Gregory Boulos
Mark Haibach
	 & Patricia Boyd
Lee & Elise Brown
Lisa & Terry Brown
Maren Cooke
	 & Neil Donahue
Sabina Deitrick
JoAnn Dempler
Dorene Pasekoff
	 & Frank Desimone
Karen Oleyar
	 & Pat Doyle
David Dzombak
	 & Carolyn J. Menard
Elizabeth Ensminger
Tom Fisher in honor
	 of “Roscoe Fisher”
Cyril & Jane Fox
Jim & Martha
	 Funderburgh
Barb & Dave Grover
Barbara & Lothar Hanusa
Paul Heckbert
Gunther &
	 Klara Heilbrunn
Charles M. Herrold, Jr.

Steve Hirtle
Ralph Lund & Pat Hughes
Donna Isaac
Phyllis Klein
	 & Boris Limsi
Curtis Kovach
	 & Fran Czak
David LaRusse
	 & Kristen Casper
Dave & Dona Luedde
Karen Lukas
Ellen Marcus
Eleanor Mayfield
Louise Mayo
Daniel McCusker
Suzanne McDonough
	 & Erin Hinson
Hugh McGough
	 & Kris Rust
Sheileen McLaughlin
	 & Michael Flanagan
Alan Meisel
	 & Linda Serody
Betsy & Dick Monheim
Khrys Myrddin
Teresa Nolan
Ellen Ormond
Al & Monica Papa
	 in honor of his son Joseph Papa
Jean Pletcher in memory of
	 James Pletcher
Nancy Pulsifer &
	 Rodney Permigiani
Darrell Rapp &
	 Toby Yanowitz
Nicholas & Dorothy Rescher
John Sennott &
	 Lesa Rosamond
Neil Rosenblum
Titus & Helen Schleyer
Martin & Jean Schmidt
Kathleen Schneider
Christine & Duane Seppi
Jack & Sue Solomon
Martin Staniland &
	 Alberta Sbragia in memory
	 of Margaret Staniland
Jim & Judy Stark
Lisa & Peter Strick
Therese B. Tardio
Trust-Franklin Press
Howard Wein
Roger Westman
Judith Zimmerman
Leon & Nancy Zionts
Anonymous (9)
Howard Aikens
Sally Bogie
Anne Bowes
Florence Chapman
Kyle Costello
Sabina Deitrick
Dinah Denmark
	 & Alice Greene
Jeanne &
	 Robert Drennan
Marion & Sam Edelmann
Nancy Eligator
	 & Keith Pirl
Elizabeth Ensminger
Steven Feinstein
Marian Finegold
Kathryn &
	 James Flannery
Paige & Jeff Forster
Nate & Mary Franzen
Jim & Martha Funderburgh
Mike Gable
Kevin Gieder
Harold & Edna Golding
	 in memory of Edna Marie Golding
Naomi Greenblott
Barb & Dave Grover
Paul Heckbert
Gunther &
	 Klara Heilbrunn
Bill Hendricks 
	 in  honor of Cecelia Hard
	 & in memory of Patricia Magtic
Charles M. Herrold, Jr.
Steve Hirtle

Kevin Horner
Donna Isaac
John Joseph
	 & Merrill Marcovsky
Charles R. King
Michael Lefebvre
	 & Randy Connolly
John Lenkey III
Ellen Marcus
John Mason
Eleanor Mayfield
Kathy McCafferty
Melissa McDonough
Thomas McGough
Kevin & Sybil McKeegan
Barbara Minges
Bill & Mary Anne Mistick
Nancy & Michael Murphy
Teresa Nolan
Janis O’Donnell
Christina &
	 Anna Palmieri
Al Papa, Jr. in honor
	 of his son Joseph Papa
Katherine H. Plotnicov
Joni Rabinowitz
	 & John Haer
Darrell Rapp &
	 Toby Yanowitz
Nicholas & Dorothy
	 Rescher in memory of Meta Rescher
Abby Resnick
	 & Roger Day
Mr. & Mrs.
	 James B. Richard
Michael &
	 Linda Rosenbaum
David Rosenberg
Neil Rosenblum
Ruth & Wil Rouleau
Ruth & Bob Sattler
	 in memory of Maureen Miller
Elizabeth Thomas &
	 Kirk Savage in honor of 
	 Tim Collins & Reiko Goto
Michael J. Schiller
Titus & Helen Schleyer
Jonathan Weaver
	 & Henry Schumacher
David & Jessica Sculley
Brian & Susan Sesack
John & Anne Singleton
Bill Slivka
Stephanie Ulmer
Susan Waggoner
Marc Wagner
Waverly Presbyterian Church 
	 in honor of Brian Kerr
Howard Wein
Roger Westman
Allen Wolk
Victoria Woshner &
	 Bennet Van Houten
Andrew Zucker

Members
$1-49
Anonymous (5)
James Allen
Guinevere &
	 David Anderson
Bill & Josephine Baxter
Helen Brincka
Lisa Brush
Stephen & Jean Carr
Janet Carr
Lucinda & David Clark
Barbara Clark
Nancy Cobetto
Elio Colaizzi
Justin Cummings
	 & Harmony Sullivan
Alexandria Pilecki
	 & Andrea DeChellis
Claudia & John Detwiler
Michele Dorfsman
Jeanne Drennan
Angela & Steve Eagle
Richard Elinson
James Ellrod
Billy Epting



Growing a Greener Region

Over the last two years, NMRWA joined with five other 
organizations to organize an effort to influence the 
choice our region will make about the largest public 
infrastructure investment in its history. The Clean Rivers 
Campaign (CRC) has worked to educate the public 
about the Consent Decree that requires ALCOSAN and 
its 83 customer municipalities to stop sewer overflows 
into our rivers and streams. We have no choice about 
spending a large amount of money to clean up our 
water, but we do have an important choice about how 
we spend it, and what we get for our money. 

Working with Pittsburgh United, Clean Water Action, 
the Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network, Action 
United, and the Sierra Club, NMRWA has advocated 
for green solutions that would deal with rain where it 
falls, before it can reach our sewers. Adding acres of 
green roofs, bioswales, trees, and permeable paving 
to our region will give us cleaner air, cooler summer 

temperatures, revitalized business districts, and many 
other community benefits that we won’t get from the 
deep tunnel storage plan being proposed by ALCOSAN.

NMRWA created and maintains the CRC website 
(cleanriverscampaign.org) and social media accounts, 
gives presentations around the region, and helped 
organize the Beyond Tunnel Vision: Good Jobs and 
Green Communities speaker series. 

The series brought experts to Pittsburgh from a variety 
of cities that have overcome some of the same barriers 
to green solutions that are often cited as reasons why 
“we can’t do it here”: steep slopes, clay soils, etc.  The 
consistently high attendance at the series (60 – 100+) 
showed the strong local interest in this issue. To date, 
more than 50 organizations and businesses, and more 
than 2,500 individuals have endorsed the CRC and our 
call for green solutions to our sewer problems.

Antonietta &
	 Antonio Fautini
Nancy Farber
Sarah Faulx
Marla Ferrency
Kathryn &
	 James Flannery
Elizabeth Fleischer
Carla Garfield
Phyllis T. Genszler
Nanci Goldberg
Harold & Edna Golding
Cindy & Todd Green
Naomi Greenblott
Maurine &
	 Mickey Greenwald
Michele Gregorich
Caleb Griffith
Barbara Gundy
	 & Marcia Smith
Bill Edgar &
	 Joanna Guziewicz
William P. &
	 Katherine Hackney
Alan Halperin
Carl & Jona Hammer
Matilda Harris
Reid Frazier &
	 Marijke Hecht
Rob Henning
	 & Alison Hipwell
Lee & Barbara Hicks
Charles &
	 Marilyn Honigsberg
Kevin & Laura Horner
John Huffman
Alan & Mary Hunninen
Michael Jehn
Linda Jeub &
	 Hal Grinberg
John Joseph
	 & Merrill Marcovsky
Debbie Kalbfleisch
Matt & Luke Kambic
Dan Kambic &
	 Diane Charles
Reverend Dr. David Keller
Kerry & Harold Kelty
Michelle Kienholz
Charles R. King
Michael &
	 Pamela Ann Koryak
Alexander Lake
Carol Lampe
Sue & Jim Large
Janet Pingitori

	 & Jim Ledoux
Michael & Mina Levenson
Kate Luxemburg
Justin Mando &
	 Marika Mando Fedorcova
Tim Manka
Brian Cohen
	 & Ilyssa Manspeizer
Kira Martin
Rachel Martin
Lisa Dennis &
	 Joan Maser
Maggie McKenna
Michael &
	 Laurel Mecca
Tom & Constance Merriman
Gib & Miranda Miller
Rose Morello
Susan & Daniel
	 Mulholland
Gary &
	 Greer Mulholland
Christopher Horwitz
	 & Pamela Murray
Lara & John Nagle
Ginny Norkus
Bob & Liane Norman
Brian O’Neill
Marilyn Painter
Christina &
	 Anna Palmieri
Leonard &
	 Kathy Plotnicov
Paula & Robert Preisach
Indigo Raffel
Diane Reckless
Sylvia & Aron Reznick
	 in honor of her grandchildren
Marge Rhodes in honor of Jasper
Patricia Rich
James & Kristin Richards
Judi & William Rogers
Megan Rooney
Ann Rose
Michael &
	 Linda Rosenbaum
David Rosenberg
Sabina & Peter Rosenfeld
Gloria Rudolf
Hugh McGough
	 & Kris Rust
Allison & Bradley Sanders
Richard Scaglion
Christina &
	 Ellis Schmidlapp
Jennifer Schnakenberg

Jonathan Schneider
Joanne Schreiber in memory of
	 Mitzi Cornell
Bill & Pat Schuetz
Glen & Nancy Schultz
Betty Scott
Chris & Candice Seymour
Jeromy Sivek
Chris &
	 Monika Skonieczny
John Burke &
	 Kathie Smith
Ian Smith
Ryan Sprake
Ajay Srinivasan
Rick & Kate St John
Fred Steinberg
Esther Stief
Peter Streibig
Mike & Gloria Takacs
Penny Thomas
Christine Tomana
Nicole Tromble
Denise, Lisa &
	 Michelle Veselicky
Daniel & Mary Jo Weeks
Don Wennersten
Ruth Westerman
	 & J Robert Myers
Kay Wetzel
Delia White
Paige Joy Wiegman
	 & Randall Bartlett
Dick & Erika Wilford
Lisa Zelich
Anonymous (12)
Joan Adibi
Amy & Michael Hooks
Jason Babik
Harry Back
Bill Baxter
David Bennett
Connie Black
Stacey E. Bloom
Debra Bogen
	 & Brian Leshko
Kristin Bonasso
Kathryn Boyle
Joy Braunstein
	 in honor of
	 Mark Milmaster
Janet Carr
Evelyn Castillo
Kathy Chavara
Nancy Chubb
Nancy Cobetto

Elio Colaizzi
Marc Nieson
	 & Beth Corning
Nancy Cunningham
Barbara Daly Danko
	 & George Danko
Dave Deal
Cathy Dettore
George Dimeling
Beth Dutton
Angela & Steve Eagle
Richard Elinson
Antonietta &
	 Antonio Fautini
Marla Ferrency
Tom Fisher in memory of
	 Edna & Francis Fisher
Jonathan Fobear
Robert A. Full
Phyllis T. Genszler
Karen Goldbach
Rob Gonzalez
Christine Graziano
Barbara Gundy &
	 Marcia Smith
Mark Haibach
	 & Patricia Boyd
Joe Bryan & Donna Hallen
	 in honor of Caleb Griffith
Ann Harris
Chris Hartigan
Reid Frazier & Marijke Hecht
Lee & Barbara Hicks
Donald R Hill
Charles &
	 Marilyn Honigsberg
Linda Jeub
Matt Kambic
Aaron & Andie Karsh
Peter & Bonnie Karsten
Mary & David Keller
Marie Kelly
Michelle Kienholz
Cosma Shalizi
	 & Kristina Klinkner
Michael &
	 Pamela Ann Koryak
Harold Timothy Kyriazi
Sue & Jim Large
Lazae LaSpina
Dawn Lehman
Angel Lehrian
Michael &
	 Mina Levenson
Sara Lickey
Eric Lipsky

Pat & Kimm Loughlin
Tim Manka
Lisa Dennis &
	 Joan Maser
Maggie McKenna
Sheileen McLaughlin
	 & Michael Flanagan
Gib & Miranda Miller
Betsy & Dick Monheim
Thomas & Anne Morris
Patty Murtha &
	 Roger Stoffregen
Gillion Nelson
Bob & Liane Norman
Shelly O’Keefe
Paul Overby &
	 Patty Sprague
Marilyn Painter
Susan Rademacher
Amy Camp &
	 Kathi Radock
Marc Reisman
Sylvia Reznick
Marge Rhodes
Patricia Rich
Ann Rose
Robin M. Ryan
Jennifer Schnakenberg
Betty Scott
Phoebe Sharp
James A. Singer
Elaine Siskind
Kathie Smith
Carole & David Smith
Tarun Sonkhya
Emily Sours
Sheryl St. Germain
Linda Stafford
Claire Staples
Drew Stock
Mary Jo Sumrall
Terri Supowitz in honor of sons 	
	 Michael & Josh Cohen
Joanie Sutter
Mike & Gloria Takacs
Karen Thickman
Dirk & Francine VandenBerg
Tom Weber
Daniel & Mary Jo Weeks
Delia White
Lauren Williams
Felicia Zetler



Funders
ACTrees People’s Garden Grant Project
American Eagle Outfitters Foundation
The Bessie F. Anathan Charitable Trust 
	 of The Pittsburgh Foundation
EQT Corporation
The Heinz Endowments  
The Heinz Endowments Summer Youth 
	 Philanthropy Project – SWIM
James Floral and Gift Shoppe
Kenyon Jewelers
The Laurel Foundation
The Norman W. May and Susan 
	 M. Zeff Fund of The Pittsburgh
	 Foundation
The Rita M. McGinley Fund 
	 of The Pittsburgh Foundation
PennVest
The Pennsylvania Department 
	 of Environmental Protection
The Pittsburgh Foundation
Pittsburgh United/Clean Rivers 
	 Campaign
PNC Foundation
The Richard King Mellon Foundation
Spectroscopy Society of Pittsburgh
The Sprout Fund
UBS Foundation
Viridian Energy
The Western Pennsylvania 
	 Conservancy TreeVitalize Program
The Wilkinsburg School District/Grable 
	 Foundation STEAM Program

Partners
3 Rivers Wet Weather
ACTrees
Allegheny Cleanways
The Borough of Edgewood
The Borough of Swissvale
The Borough of Wilkinsburg
The City of Pittsburgh Department 
	 of Public Works
Construction Junction
The Frick Environmental Center
Friends of the Riverfront
GTECH Strategies
The Looking Glass Institute
Phipps Conservatory
The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
Tree Pittsburgh
The Western Pennsylvania 
	 School for the Deaf
The Wilkinsburg Community 
	 Development Corporation

Summer Storm Sponsors
Summerset at Frick Park
Comcast 
Crivella West
GAI Consultants, Inc.
Viridian
Bryan Materials Group
Hazen and Sawyer PC
Lennon Smith Souleret 
	 Engineering, Inc.

ALCOSAN
Chester Engineers
Desmone and Associates, LLP
GTECH Strategies
The Gateway Engineers
Grossman Yanak & Ford LLP
Lami-Grubb Architects
Landmarks Community 
	 Capital Corporation
Sci-Tek Consultants, Inc.
3 Rivers Wet Weather
TriState Capital Bank
Western Pennsylvania 
	 School for the Deaf
91.3 WYEP-FM
Table Magazine
Wall-to-Wall Studios

2011 State of the 
Watershed Sponsors
Drs. Philip and Susan Smith
Hatch Mott MacDonald 
Duquesne University Center for 
	 Environmental Research 
	 and Education

In Kind donors
AgRecycle
ALCOSAN
Alexander Denmarsh Photography
Allegro Hearth Bakery
Alma
Al’s Fish and Chicken
Biddle’s Escape Coffee Emporium
Bruegger’s Bagels, Squirrel Hill
Cantina
The Coffee Tree Roasters, Squirrel Hill 
	 & Bakery Square
E2
East End Food Co-op
Einstein’s Brothers Bagels, Baum Blvd.
Environmental Charter School 
	 at Frick Park, for meeting space
Friends of the Riverfront
Get-Go, Wilkinsburg
Great Lakes Brewing Company
Hometown Tavern
Legume
The Map Room
McBroom’s
OTB Bicycle Café 
Pennsylvania Department 
	 of Transportation
Point Brugge Café
Root 174
Salvatore’s Pizza
Second United Presbyterian Church, 
	 for meeting space 
Square Café 
Test America
UCP/CLASS, for meeting space
Urban Forestry Consultants
Wall-to-Wall Studios
Western Pennsylvania School 
	 for the Deaf
Wholey’s Fish Market
Wigle Whiskey

Tel 412.371.8779      702 South Trenton Ave.      Pittsburgh, PA 15221       www.ninemilerun.org

Our Profound Thanks to our 2011 
& 2012 Funders & Supporters:
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